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declaring the reasons for calling Parlia-
inent together:
"HONORABLE GENTLEMEN OF THE LEGIS-

"LATIVE COUNCIL, AND GENTLEMEN
" OF THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,-

"We have it in command from His
":Excellency to acquaint you that since
"the time when lie deemied it right to
"call you together for the despatch of
"business, several vacancies have occur-
"red in the House of Assembly,, owing

":to the acceptance of office from the
"Crown by Members of that House.

"It is therefore His Excellency's plea-
"sure that an opportunity may now be

"given to issue Writs for Supplying the
" vacancies so occasioned, and that after
"a suitable recess you may proceed to
",thle consideration of such matters as
" will then be laid before you."
The Commissioners and the Members
of the House of Assembly then withdrew
from the Council Chamber.

COMMISSION TO SWEAR IN MEMBERS.
THE PRESIDENT (Sir T. C. Camp-

bell, Bart.) informed the House that he
had received a, Commission from the Gov-
ernor, appointing him a Commissioner
to administer the oat!h of allegiance to
Members of the Legislative Council.

STANDING ORDERS.
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.

G. Shienton) moved, That until such time
as the Legislative Council shall adopt
Standing Rules and Orders as provided
by section 34 of the Constitution Act,
1889, resort shall be had to the rules,
forms and usages of thle Imperial Parlia-
ment, so far as the same are applicable
to the proceedings of this Council.

Question-put and passed.

STANDING ORDERS-SELECT
COMMITTEE.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
G. Shenton) moved, That a Select Coml-
mittee be appointed to draw up Standing
Orders for the guidance of the businiess
of this House ; that such Committee con-
sist of the President, die Honorables G.
W. Leake, J. W. Hackett, and the Mover,
and that 'leave be given to the Committee
to sit during the adjournment of the
House.

Question-put and passed.

HOUSE COMMITITEE.
The following members were appoint-

Ied a Rouse Committee:-The President,
Hon. J. G. H. Amherst, and the Colonial
Secretary (Hon. G. Shenton).

ADJOURNMENT.

THE: COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
G. Sheuton) moved, That the Council, at
its rising, adjourn Until Tuesday, the 20th
January, 1891, at three o'clock, put.

Qnestion-put and passed.
The Council adjourned at a quarter to

three o'clock, ]).li1.
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Meeting of Assembly-Messae frons Coininissiooers-

of the Speaker - Adjots,men.t - C.onuiiicatiOR
fr~om His. Excellency's Cotnomisoners-Standiog
Orders-Re-election of Miitry-Resignatioln Of
Messber-Adjonr~oment.

MEETING OF ASSEMBLY.
The House met at noon, pursuant to

Proclamation of Hfis Excellency the Gov-
ernor convening Parliament.

THE CLERK read the Proclamation.

MESSAGE FROM COMMISSIONERS.

A Message from the Cominissioners
appointed by His Excellency the Gover-
nor was delivered by the Usher of the
Black, Rod, requesting the attendance of
the Members of the Legislative Assembly
in the Legislative Council Chamber to
hear the Commission read. Accordingly
hion. members repaired to the Legislative
Council, where the Commissioners being
Seated, His Honor thle Acting Chief Jus-
tice (Sir Henry Wrenfordsley) said:
" HONORABLE GENTLEMEN OF THE TROTs-

" LATEVE COUNCIL, AND GENTLEMEN
"OF THE LEGISLATIvE ASSEMBLY,-

"We have it in command from His
" Excellency the Governor to informn you
" that as soon as the Members of bo0tI
" Houses shall be sworn, the causes of
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"His Excellency's calling this Parlia-
mient will be declared to you; and it

"being necessary that a Speaker of the

":Legislative Assemibly should 1e' first
"chosen, it is His Excellency's pleasure
'that you, Gentlemen of the Legrislative

"Assemnbly, repair to the placeP where
vYou are to sit, and having been dutly

"sworn by the Coimnissioner appointed
by His Excellency, you do elect your

"Speaker and notify the same to His
"Excellency.'t

The Memnbers of the Assemibly then
returned to their own Chamber.

MEEMBERS SWORN.
His Honor Mr. Justice Stone having,

entered the House, and having been c:on-
ducted by the Sergeant-at-Ar-ms to the
Chair, handed to the Clerk his contusis-
sion to amiinister the oath to Memcibers
of the Assembly, which having been done,
the Commissioner withdrew.

ELECTION OF SPEAKER.
Mu. SCOTT: Mr. Gale, I have to

move that Sir James George Lee Steere
be elected Speaker of this Legislative
Assembly. The gentleman to whomn I
refer is well known to all who have ])een
members of the past Legislative Council,
and I think I amn safe in sayinge that ho
is well kniown to all thosegoentlemien 'who
have been elected to this Assembly for
the first time. I do not think, sir, it
requires many words fromn me to intro-
duce Sir James Lee Steere as a gentle-
man -who is fit to fulfil the important
functions of Speaker of this House. He
has occupied the post for so consider-
able a time that his ability in the discharge
of his very important offce has been well
recognised. We may not all agree. with
Sir James Steere in politics. He is a
man who has built up a line of his own
in that way as in any other, and I think
a man. of a well-balanced mind such as
we know lie possesses is the one we
should choose as our Speaker. But in
addition to that, he has a well-versed
knowledge of, and is well read in, the
lpractice and principles which govern and
rule Parliamentary proceedings. With-
out further words, I therefore propose
that Sir James George Lee Steere be
appointed Speaker of this Assembly.

MR. PARKER:. It affords Lne great
pleasure, 31r. Gale, to second the noi-
ination of Sir James Georgre Lee Steere
as Speaker of this Legislative Assembly.
Sir James Steere has been occupied more
in politics than any other nieilI)er of the
House. Hc Occupied a Position in thc
(.)d nominated Legrislative Council which
existed prior to the adoption of repre-
sentative institutions in this colony, and
hie was one of the foremost in bringing
abut the late Constitution, which we
en~joyed for nealy3 twen1tY years. Dwr-
ing the ti]Icli e occupied a position mn
this House hie gained the respect of
every member of the House. He was
noted for his honesty and straightfor-
wardness, and during the time hie occuL-
pied the lposition of leader of the elected
members he didI good service to the
colony, and during the time hie occupied
the still miore honorable position of
Speaker of the Legislative Coicvil under
the late Constitution lie earned the res-
pect of every memiber of the House.
We all feel, sir, that he did his duty
without fear or favor, and if there is on~e
position which I think is peculiarly suit-
able to a, gentleman of the character of
Sir James Geortge Lee Steere, it is that of
*Speaker or Chairman of any Assembly.
It affords me, therefore, great pleasure
to find lie is willing to accept this posi-
tion, and I feel sure that so long as lie
occupies the position we shiall hear of n
disorder or uniruly scenes in this As-
sembly. I1 have great pleasure in second-
ing this nomination.

SIR JAKES G. LEE STEERE: I
amn deeply sensible of the hionor it is lpro-
posed to confer upon me, and I beg to
submit myself to the H-ouse.

The Speaker-elect was then conducted
to the Chair by his proposer and seconder.

Shp JAMES G. LEE STEERE: I
have to returni my, sincere acknowledg-
mnts for the honor you have conferred
tipon me i placing me in the dignified
position of Cliairnian of this Legislative
Assembly. The position is one of great
dignity and also one of great respotisi-
blitv and anxiety; and I may say that I
feel more anxious about occupying the
position uinder the present constitution
than I dlid previously, in consequence of
the many forms of procedure necessary
owing to there now being two Houses,
and which will be as novel to me as they

Memben; a7vorn. [30 DEc., 1890.,
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are toyou. But I hope, wvith your assist-
ance and support (for it must be re-
membered that without the support and
assistance of members a Speaker can
have ]hut little control) to be able to
carry out my duties with credit to this
Assembly. I feel confident that I shall
not be wanting in your support so long as
I occup~y this chair. I have, being an

old politician, a great respect for party
feeligs and party ties, and I feel confi-
dent that so long as I occupy the posi-
tion of Speaker no member will be able to
say, in any ruling or any decision given,
to which party my feelings tend. I
I thoug-ht I should be actuated by any
partiality for one side or the other, I
should decline to occupy the position to
which you have elected me. Once more
I thank you for having placed me in this
important and dignified position.

On the motion of Mr. SCOTT, the Stand-
ing Orders were suspended, to enable
the members of the Assembly to proceed
to Government House to present the
Speaker-elect to His Excellency.

Upon their return,
MR. SPEAKER said: I have to re-

port to the Assembly that, accompanied
by lion. members, I proceeded to Govern-
ment House, and acquainted His Excel-
lency that in pursuance of the Constitu-
tion Act, the Assembly had elected me
their Speaker. I also requested His
Excellency to be pleased to confinin the
Constitutional rights and privileges of
the House, and His Excellency has been
pleased to approve of your choice, and to
confirm, to this Assembly, the Constitu-
tional rights and privileges of Legislative
bodies. I have once more to thank lion.
members for placing me in this position
of trust, and I hope they will never have
reason to i-egret having done so. I shall
be ready upon all occasions to assist lion.
members with my advice upon any matter
connected with the forms of the House,
and I hope they will not be backward in
applying to me if they require my advice
and assistance.

COMMUNICATION FROM HIS EX-
CELLENCY'S COMMISSIONERS.

THE SPEAKER having been sum-
moned by the Usher of the Black Rod,
proceeded, attended by Members, to the'
Legislative Council Chamber, and on his

return reported that His Excellency's
Commissioners had made a, conununica-
tion to bioth Houses, as follows:

"HONORABLE GENTLEMEN OF THE LEGIS-
"LATIVE COUNCIL, AND GENTLEMEN
"OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,-

"I have it in command from His Ex-
"cellency to acquaint you that since the
"time when he deemed it right to call you
"together for the despatch of business,
"several vacancies have occurred in the
"Legislative Assembly, owing to the

"acceptance of office from the Crown by
" Members of that House.

" It is therefore His Excellency's
" pleasure that an opportunity may lbe
" given to issue writs for supplying the
"vacancies so occasioned, and that after
"a suitable recess you may proceed to
"the considei-ation of such matters as
"will then be laid before you."

STANDING ORDERS.

MR. SCOTT moved that until Standing
Orders shall have been adopted by the
Legislative Assembly and apjproved of
by His Excellency the Governor, as
required by Section 34 of " The Constitu-
tion Act, 1889," resort shall be hlad to
the rules, forms, and usages of the Im-
perial Parliament, so far as the Same are
applicable to the proceedings of this
House.

Question-put and passed.

RE-ELECTION OF MINISTRY.
MR. SCOTT moved that the Members

for Bunbury, Wellington, Fremnantle,
and Ashburton having accepted offices
of profit from the Crown, their seats had
become Vacant.

Agreed to.

RESIGNATION OF MEMBER.
THE SPEAKER informed the House

that he had received from Mr. George
Leake the resignation of his seat for
Roebourne.

MR. SCOTT moved that Mr. G. Leake
having tendered his resignation as a
member of the Legislative Assembly for
Roebourne, his Seat be now declared
vacant.

Carried.



Opeingof oweil [2 JN.,189.] Tie Governor's Speech. 5

AXJOUR2NMENTP.

On the motion of Mr. SCOTT, the Rouse
adjourned till Tuesday, 20th January,
1891, at 3 o'clock, p.

r ~ i ~ I :i t 1 be (C 0at1 ti c1,
Tuesday, 201h January, 1891.

Openig of Council-Oorernorsn Speech-Election of
Uhnrman of Cnnuoittees-Offeuden'r Ctustly Bill:
first roadi!nv-Adclress in Reply-Supply Mill: ses-
pensiion of Rules of1rwcedru; Sirstreudingi second
rending ; committee ;third reading ; pes'cd-Ad-
journmoent.

OPENING OF COUNCIL.

The Council, in accordance with ad-
jourumneat, met at 3 p.

THE PRESIDENT (Sir T. C. Camp-
bell, Bart.) took the chair.

His EXCETAJENCY THE GOVER-
NOR shortly afterwards entered the
Chamber, and took, the chair.

THE GOVERNOR'S SPEECH.

The members of the Legislative As-
seiblr, in obedience to His Excellency's
command, attended the Ohamber, after
which His Excellency delivered the fol-
lowing Speech:-

" MB. PRESIDENT AND HONORABRLE GEN-
"1TLEMEN OF THE LEGISLATIVE
" COUNCIL,-

"M31. SPEAKER, AND GENTLEMEN OF THE
"1LEGISLATivE AsstinLY,-

"The inauguration of Par]liamentary
",and Responsible Government in West-
"era Australia is this day complete.

"2. 1 found on my arrival, three
months ago, that there were a few initial

"difficulties to be overcome, due partly to
"a want of definite lanuag-e in certain
"sections of the Constitution Act, which

"Prevented ine from appointing a Re-
" sponsible Ministry as speedily as I could
"otherwise have desired; but these are
"now at an end, and in meeting you to-

" day, after the re-election of Ministers, it
"may be said that the Reign Of Your new
"Constitution has been fully estab~lishedl.

" 3. It is unnecessary for inc to remind
",you of the many benefits which may 1)0
"expected to follow on the change of
"Constitution. But you will allow me
"to express to you my earnest hope that

"your highest anticipations mnay be real-
ised, and that while ever remaining, as

"you are tn-day, one of the most loyal
"provinces of the Empire, the principles

"of self -Goverunmen t may- be so admin-
"istered as to promote in the heart of
"every citizen those sentiments of self-
" "respect and true patriotism which purify
"J)olitic~al life and can make a, conmunity
1great. A.S I remarked on aL recent

"occasion, all hearts in the old country
",are in sympathy with you at this import-
"ant moment. The Queen herself has
"been graciously pleased to express the
"warmest interest in your welfare; her
"Ministers wish you well; politicians

" watch with interest the extension of
"Parliamnentary G overnmnt to the last

" of the Australian provinces which can
ever receive it ; numbers. of intend-

"ing settlers, attracted by recent dis-
"cxisions and events, are probably at
"this moment turning thenr' attenltion to

"your shores; and last but. not least,
"we have the sympathy and good iU
"of the nleighboring t astern Colonies,
"whose support and assistance were so
".valuable to us in connection with the
"recent change, and who see in that
"chbange, as we do ourselves, a further
"step) towards the ultimate federation of

I Au stralasia.
14. These are the sentiments which I

, expressed at the moment of proclaiming
"your new Con stitution. I1 venture to
"repeat them to you nows, in the cou~rse

"of the few words which I address to
"You as from myself personally to-day,
"because time 'has but serlved to
"strengthen niy belief in your fultUre

"prosperity under Responsible Govern-
"ment; and it only remains for me to

I"convey to you the confident hope of
"Her Majesty's Government that the
"trust reposed in the Colony will be ad-
"ministered with judgment in the pros-
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